
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Wedding in Church 
 

                          Written by Rector Revd Ann Keating 



We want to make your wedding personal and 
memorable to you.  Churches are special places 
and there are some things about a church wed-
ding that you just can’t get anywhere else.       
                                                                                                       
A church wedding will add a spiritual dimension 
to your marriage.  The ceremony includes God and 
looks to him for help and guidance.  God’s blessing is 
the main attraction for many couples, whatever their 
beliefs. 

Even if you have already been living together for some time, you are still two separate in-
dividuals with different backgrounds, personalities, experiences, hopes and fears. 
 
You’ll never make such big promises to each other as the day your make your wedding vows.  
Your church knows that you will want to think these through and provides the time and space to 
do so.  Ask your Priest about marriage discussion and what they offer to help you consider the 
vows together. 
 
To get started, these are some of the key issues: 
 
‘All that I have I share with you’ … How will we share our possessions and finances? 
‘Will you love, comfort, honour and protect (him/her) … How will we cope with disagreements so 
that we will protect our love and respect for each other for a lifetime? 
‘Forsaking all others, be faithful as long as you both shall live’ … How will we ensure we void 
and/or cope with temptations in order to remain faithful throughout our marriage? 
‘With my body I honour you’ and ‘all that I am I give to you’ … How will we invest in our sexual 
relationship throughout our whole marriage? 
 

A special day, a special place 

Preparing for Marriage 

You can make amazing vows, or promises in a church.  You can only make vows this big in a 
church. These vows, made in public, will help you to stay together and grow together.  God and 
your church are there for you to help you keep your vows.                                                           
 

The priest has a very particular role to pay in your wedding.  They can blend ancient tradition 

and modern experience to reflect your story.  Because of the relationship with the Priest, your 
wedding can be made personal, memorable, meaningful and beautiful.                                                                                 
 
Church buildings offer outstanding beauty. Old or new, intimate or grand, our 16,000 church-
es are some of the nation’s most stunning wedding venues, with two-thirds being listed buildings.        
 
Church buildings offer centuries of history. Imagine all the couples who have married in your 
local church, some of whom may well be your family.  You can feel you’re becoming part of histo-
ry itself, the bigger plan, by marrying in the same place as your relatives.  We know these sorts of 
connections can make your day even more special. 
 
You can be involved in making choices about your ceremony. For some people, a Church 
seems like the proper place to get married. Churches can be described as ‘peaceful’ ‘serene’ or 
having an atmosphere that makes marrying there a particularly special experience. 



For the family:  ‘Will you, the family and friends of (your names), support and up-
hold them in their marriage now and in the years to come? … What are our atti-
tudes towards our future in-laws and other family members which the marriage will 
bring together? 
In discussing these issues before the wedding and then over the years of marriage, how will we 
make sure we communicate better with each other? 
Marriage may or may not be the precursor of children, but in any case, what are your thoughts 
about parenting? 
As you grow in your marriage, your church can support you in reviewing the important issues of 
your marriage again.  We can also offer a service to give you the opportunity to renew your mar-
riage vows some time in the future. 

In marriage you take on a whole new legal status as man and wife and this can have many 
benefits. 
 
To ensure the marriage complies with both UK Civil and Church Law, there are certain aspects of a 
church wedding that must be fulfilled. 
 
Reading of Banns 
 
Banns are an announcement in church of your intention to marry and a change for anyone to put 
forward a reason why the marriage may not lawfully take place.  Banns need to be read in the par-
ish where each of you lives as well as the parish church in which you are to be married, if that is 
somewhere else.  You must have your banns read out in church for three Sundays during the three 
months before your wedding.  This is often done over three consecutive Sundays but does not 
have to be. 
 
Licenses 
There are special circumstances in which you may need a Special Licence, Common Licence or a 
Superintendent Registrar’s Certificate to marry in church.  Your priest will let you know if these ap-
ply to you. 
If there is not enough notice given for Banns to be read before the marriage is due to take place, or 
in the case of the marriage of people whose nationality is not British, or if one or both of you do not 
live in England, it is recommended if there is any doubt as to the legal requirements of the home 
country of a non-British person for recognition of an English Church marriage. 
 
Special Circumstances 
Foreign nationals need different legal proof 
Certificate of Banns 
Passports 

Legal Aspects of Marriage 

Marriage Preparation Session 

Marriage is far more than a  wedding ceremony and as part of the arrangements for those getting 
married in our churches we offer a day of Marriage Preparation.  These days are held at held in St 

Nicholas Church with light lunch served in Winsley Church Hall and generally run from 10.30am until 
3.30pm.   
 
Before and after lunch we explore together and in couples various aspects of relationships within 
marriage and the importance of beginning a new life together in the community.  WE always hope 
to make these days enjoyable and rewarding, and regard them as an important aspect of embark-



Wedding music 

Readings 

You must be old enough 
If you are under 18 years old you will need your parents' consent to marry and by law you can not 
be married in the UK until you are 16. 
 
Time of wedding 
To be legal the wedding must take place between 8am and 6pm on any day.  
 
Guidelines for divorcees 
There are special guidelines on marriage in the church if you are divorced. Your decree nisi 
will need to be shown. 

All weddings in the Church of England include one or more readings from the Bible. There 
are many popular and exciting passages to consider. 
 
Love, actually! The number  one most popular reading for weddings is (I Corinthians Chapter 13) 
 
God creates women and men to look after the earth (Genesis, Chapter I. verses 26-2B) 
 
A love poem between two lovers (Song of Solomon, Chapter 2, verses 10-13; Chapter 8, verses 
6&7) 
 
Jesus teaches how to live a life that brings true happiness (Matthew, Chapter 5 verses I-10) 
 
Jesus teaches about marriage, and welcomes children (Mark, Chapter 10, verses 6-9 and 13-16 ) 
 
What happens when Jesus attends a wedding reception John, Chapter 2, verses I - 11) 
 
Committing to each other (Ephesians Chapter 5, verses 21-33) 
 
Seeing the good side... (Philippians Chapter 4, verses 4 - 9) 
 
Getting the perfect relationship (Colossians Chapter 3, verses 12 - 17) 
 
Being a good lover! (I John Chapter 4 verses 7 - 1 2 )  

Your Priest will be pleased to discuss the choice of readings for your wedding service. As well as 
Bible readings, you can also discuss other readings, poems and prayers, 

Please let your Priest know if you have some special ideas of your own. 

Music at your wedding is a very personal choice. 

Weddings over the centuries have included everything from classical soloists to rock bands. 
Your Priest will be able to advise you, whether you want a traditional wedding or something with 
a bit of a difference. The following may be helpful information to get you started. 



Hymns 
There are usually two or three hymns sung during a wedding service. Try to find hymns that are 
familiar 
to those who will be present - and are easy to sing! 
The Priest or the organist at the church where you are to be married will be pleased to help you 
decide. 
 
The Organist 
Organ music is the traditional choice for weddings and most churches which have an organ also 
have an organist. Organists, (or Directors of Music in some of the larger churches), can advise 
you on hymns and processional music. Their capabilities and the type of organ they have in 
church need to be taken into account, so do seek their opinion even if you have already decided 
which hymns you'd most like to have, 
 
The Church Choir 
Some churches have a choir which can be present at your wedding and help lead the hymn sing-
ing. Some choirs can also sing a suitable piece by themselves during the service, such as when 
you are signing 
the Register. 
 
Processional Music 
To accompany the bride's walk down the aisle, many couples still choose the traditional "Bridal 
March" by Wagner and Mendelssohn's "Wedding March", However, there is scope for other mu-
sic, so if you 
would like to explore something different, please talk to your church about this. Some churches 
will also play recorded music. Speak to your Priest about what they can do. 

Prayer 

Quite simply, prayer is a conversation with God. 
 
Christians believe that God listens to and acts on our prayers, and also communicates with us 
when we pray. Christians believe prayer is powerful enough to change us and our world for the 
better. When supporting you in something as important as marriage, your church will want to pray 
for you before, during and after your wedding. 
 
Before your wedding, you will most likely have your banns read in your church. On these occa-
sions, the whole church will pray for your forthcoming marriage and many couples not only like to 
be present to hear this, but also take part, it can be a moving and special occasion. 
 
On your wedding day, your service will certainly include prayers. Your Priest will be very happy to 
help you develop prayers that have special and personal meaning for you and your family, as 
well as using 
traditional prayers for marriage, It is possible for one of your guests to read prayers during the 
service. If this is something you would like to happen at your wedding, talk to your Priest about 
how it could be incorporated. 
After your wedding day your church will continue to pray for you, particularly if you ask them to.  
 
Prayers at the Calling of the Banns 
 
These are examples of the prayers that may be used when your banns are called. The Priest 
may also use other wording. 



Lord, 
the source of all true 

we pray for (your names). 
Grant to them 

joy of heart, seriousness of mind 
and reference of spirit, 

that as they enter into the oneness of marriage 
they may be strengthened and guided by you, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

Lord of Love, 
we pray for (bride's name)  

and (groom's name). 
Be with them in all their preparations 

and on their wedding day. 
Give them your Love in their hearts 

throughout their married life together, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Photography and DVD tips 

Capture the beauty of your church wedding through great photos and digital 
video recordings. 
 
Here are some top tips from professional wedding photographer Richard Shephard, with Priest and profes-
sional videographer the Revd Phil Janvier. 
 
Choose carefully 
 
Choose a photographer and videographer with a good reputation. Professional trade associations, 
such as the Institute of Videography, can be a starting point in your search, but most importantly, 
see examples of their work and meet them before you book them. 
 
 
Put everyone in touch 
 
Please give the details of your photographer and videographer to your Priest. 
 
Visit the venue together 
 
Most photographers and videographers will want to see your wedding venue before the day, so 
try to arrange a visit to the church together. Often the wedding rehearsal can be the best place 
for talking things through. 
Walk around the grounds and show them the lighting indoors if possible. Ask to take some prac-
tise shots, or even try out specific poses or photographs you'd like on the day, This will help you 
to relax in front of the camera and get to know your photographer better 
 
Keep the ceremony special 
 
Your Priest is skilled in ensuring you and your guests experience a beautiful, meaningful and spir-
itual 
service. Talk to the Priest about what you want to achieve with your images, and they can factor 
this in to make sure everything goes smoothly. 
 
 
Good logistics 
 
Because your Priest knows the church layout so well, they can help negotiate movement of 
photographers and videographers during the service. For example, if there is no way for the 
photographer to walk from the back to the front of the church without disturbing everybody, 
you may be restricted to photographs from the back of the aisle until the photographer is 
able to come to the front during the signing of the register, 

 



A beautiful building  
Getting to know the people in the church, not just the building, can make your wedding, and 
the recorded images, so much more meaningful, Going to a few of the services before the wed-
ding can be a good way to start meeting people. 

Plan for changes 
Rain needn't spoil your special day if you talk to your photographer videographer and Priest 
about contingencies, such as taking photos inside the church. Think about the number and 
size of the group photos you want at the church. 

Shots before drinks! 
You may need to save some of the photographs for the reception venue, but it's always best 
to get as many as you can done earlier rather than later where possible. If you're done early, 
it's easy to fill time before the meal with drinks and mingling, but much harder to find time for 
photos if you spend too long mingling first, 

Switch on the lights 
Good lighting is essential for sharp photos and recordings, so ask for the lights to be switched 
on in the church, even though it's daytime. Church buildings are beautiful, so you'll want your 
guests to see ever/thing more clearly. However, please note! Flash photography can be dis-
tracting so please ask your photographer to keep this to a minimum, and not at all during the 
exchange of vows. 

After the honeymoon 

When you return home and receive your wedding photos and DVD, why not drop a picture 
in to the Priest? A photo is a lovely visual aid for prayer; which will help the church continue 
to pray for your marriage. 

Rehearsals 

 

Most couples are reassured and enjoy the opportunity to rehearse their wedding ser-

vice along with family and friends who will be involved. 

A rehearsal is usually organised by the Priest as part of the preparations for /our wedding. 

Keep in touch 

At your church, we care about your life beyond your wedding day and would like to 

keep in touch. 

If you would like your church to stay in touch with you beyond the honeymoon, please let 

them know, They can pray for you and remember you at special times in your marriage.  

One day you might want to renew your wedding vows, or have your children baptised. Your 

church would be delighted to be part of these happy occasions. 

 

At whatever life stage whether things are going well or not your church can offer support.  



Lord, 
the source of all true 
we pray for (your names). 
Grant to them 
joy of heart, seriousness of mind 
and reference of spirit, 
that as they enter into the oneness of 
marriage 
they may be strengthened and guided 

Lord of Love, 
we pray for (bride's name) and (groom's name). 
Be with them in all their preparations 
and on their wedding day. 
Give them your Love in their hearts 
throughout their married life together, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 

Photography and DVD top tips 

Capture the beauty of your church wedding through great photos and digital 
video recordings. 
 
Here are some top tips from professional wedding photographer Richard Shephard, with Priest and profes-
sional videographer the Revd Phil Janvier. 
 
1. Choose carefully 
Choose a photographer and videographer with a good reputation. Professional trade associations, 
such as the Institute of Videography, can be a starting point in your search, but most importantly, 
see 
examples of their work and meet them before you book them. 
 
 
2. Put everyone in touch 
Please give the details of your photographer and videographer to your Priest. 
 
3. Visit the venue together 
Most photographers and videographers will want to see your wedding venue before the day, so 
try to arrange a visit to the church together. Often the wedding rehearsal can be the best place 
for talking things through. 
Walk around the grounds and show them the lighting indoors if possible. Ask to take some prac-
tise shots, or even try out specific poses or photographs you'd like on the day, This will help you 
to relax in front of the camera and get to know your photographer better 
 
4. Keep the ceremony special 
Your Priest is skilled in ensuring you and your guests experience a beautiful, meaningful and spiritu-
al 
service. Talk to the Priest about what you want to achieve with your images, and they can factor 
this in to make sure everything goes smoothly. 
 
5 Good logistics 
Because your Priest knows the church layout so well, they can help negotiate movement 
of 
photographers and videographers during the service. For example, if there is no way for the 
photographer to walk from the back to the front of the church without disturbing everybody, 
you may be restricted to photographs from the back of the aisle until the photographer is 
able to come to the front during the signing of the register, 

 



6. A beautiful building and so much more 
Getting to know the people in the church, not just the building, can make your wedding, and 
the recorded images, so much more meaningful, Going to a few of the services before the wed-
ding can be a good way to start meeting people. 

7. Plan for changes 
Rain needn't spoil your special day if you talk to your photographer videographer and Priest 
about contingencies, such as taking photos inside the church. Think about the number and size 
of the group photos you want at the church. 

8. Shots before drinks! 
You may need to save some of the photographs for the reception venue, but it's always best 
to get as many as you can done earlier rather than later where possible. If you're done early, 
it's easy to fill time before the meal with drinks and mingling, but much harder to find time for 
photos if you spend too long mingling first, 

9. Switch on the lights 
Good lighting is essential for sharp photos and recordings, so ask for the lights to be switched 
on in the church, even though it's daytime. Church buildings are beautiful, so you'll want your 
guests to see ever/thing more clearly. However, please note! Flash photography can be dis-
tracting so please ask your photographer to keep this to a minimum, and not at all during the 
exchange of vows. 

10.  After the hone/moon 

When you return home and receive your wedding photos and DVD, why not drop a picture in 
to the Priest? A photo is a lovely visual aid for prayer; which will help the church continue to 
pray for your marriage. 

Rehearsals 

Most couples are reassured and enjoy the opportunity to rehearse their wedding ser-

vice along with family and friends who will be involved. 

A rehearsal is usually organised by the Priest as part of the preparations for /our wedding. 


