
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism in our Benefice 
 

 

                          Written by Rector Revd Ann Keating 



If you are bringing a child for baptism, you as    
parents are thanking God for his gift of life,    
deciding to start your child on the journey of 
faith and asking for the Church's support.     

                                                        
Baptism marks the start of a journey of faith, 
the beginning of a journey with God that contin-
ues to the rest of our lives.   
 

It involves turning away from the darkness of self-centredness, turning towards  
Jesus and becoming a member of the local and worldwide Christian family.  
 
The declarations made by you and the child's Godparents you choose, will be 
made in front of the church congregation. The Christian community will promise to 
support you and pray for you and your child.  

If you, as an adult are coming for Baptism, you will be making the baptism promises 
for yourself. 

Thanksgiving Service 

If you cannot yet commit to Baptism, some parents choose to have a Thanksgiving 
Service where we thank God for the gift of your child and the child is blessed.  

 

We welcome everyone who wishes to be baptised. It is a very special service and a 
wonderful celebration.  During the service there are three important symbols and 
actions which will be used: 

The sign of the cross - the priest will make the sign of the cross on your, or your 
child's forehead. This is like an invisible badge to show that Christians are united 
with Christ. 

Water - the priest will pour water on your, or your child's head from the font. In bap-
tism water is a sign of being washed free from the wrongdoing of the world and be-
ing raised to new life. 

A lighted candle is given. Jesus is called the light 
of the world and the candle given is a reminder of 
the light which has come into your or your child’s 
life.                                                                       
Families often choose hymns, readings, poetry 
and music  for the baptism service, an organist can 
be arranged if required. 

What is Baptism? 

What can you expect 



When a child is baptised, parents will choose 
a small number of Godparents to be a friend, a 
mentor, someone to take a special interest in 
the spiritual development and upbringing of 
their Godchild.  It is an honour and a blessing 
to be a Godparent and they are very much 
part of the service as they make the same 
promises on behalf of their Godchild as      
parents.   

The role of Godparents 

 

If we choose to have a Thanksgiving Service  – can we have a Baptism later?       

Yes of course. 

What is the difference between a Baptism and a Christening? 

None, they are just different words for the same thing. 

Can we have a private service of Baptism? 

Yes. Baptisms can take place in the church's main service, or at other times if this is 
more convenient for families.  

What is the right age for Baptism?  

Baptism can happen at any age.  Babies, children, teenagers and adults can all  

be baptised.  What matters is that those concerned believe it is right to ask for  

Baptism. You can only be baptised once but there are ways of renewing your 

commitment publicly as an adult – just ask if you’d like to know more.  

 

 

 

 

As Godparents promise to pray and support the child and to help the parents to 
bring up the child in the Christian faith, they should be baptised themselves. 

Frequently asked questions 

Our Churches 

We have four churches to choose from within our benefice. 

Christ Church, Bradford on Avon 

St Peter’s Church, Monkton Farleigh 

St James’ Church, South Wraxall 

St Nicholas Church, Winsley 



 
Ask further questions? 
 
Request a Baptism application form? 
 
Arrange a time and date for your thanksgiving or baptism service?  
 
Please contact me to arrange.  We look forward to welcoming you! 
 

Ann, Rector 
 

What next? 

The Rectory,  

6 Millbourn Close,  

Winsley, 

Bradford on Avon  

BA15 2NN 

Tel: 01225 722230   

Mobile: 07702 020733 

Email: rev.ann.keating@btinternet.com  
 

www.nboachurches.co.uk 
 

I'm not a regular churchgoer. Can I still have my child baptised?  

Yes! The Church believes that God's love is available to all.  

Can those who have not been baptised still play a similar role? 

To be a Godparent you need to have been baptised,  those who are not baptised 
can still accept the role and are called supporters. 

What does it cost?  

There is no charge for the Baptism service – it is free. If you wish to make a dona-
tion for the work of the Church, opportunity will be given at the end of the service. 
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